MINUTES FOR MEETING ST HARMON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

THURSDAY 16th January 2020 PARISH HALL PANT Y DWR
Meeting Commenced @ 6.30pm
  These are draft minutes and therefore cannot be taken has a true record until aproved.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Donald Jenkins - Chairman
	√
	Cllr Peter Hunt
	√
	 
	

	Cllr Jill Bennion -  Vice Chairman
	√
	Cllr Linda Mcphee
	√
	
	

	Cllr David Evans  - County Council
	X
	Cllr Sheila Jenkins
	√
	
	

	
	
	Cllr David Lowde
	X
	 
	

	
	
	Cllr Sheree Lewis
	√
	
	

	Katrina West : Clerk.
	√
	Cllr Granville Davies
	X
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Action 
	
	
	

	1.
	Apologies for absence 

Cllr David Lowde and Cllr Granville
  
	

	2.
	Declarations of interest 

There were no declarations  of interest.

	

	3.
	Approval of minutes 21st November 2019

                                       10th  December 2019

                                       19th December 2019

Cllr Lewis asked that the statement she read out at the  meeting be attached to the minutes of the 19 December not just in the minute file.  This was agreed.
All minutes were approved including confidential minute from 19 December 

	

	4
	Planning Applications

19/1777/Ful   Linda Mcphee said she had seen this.  There were no comments from Cllrs.
19/2101/RES  There was no comments from Cllrs.

	

	 5,
	Review of Financial Regulations

Finance and Procedures sub committee document was emailed to Cllrs before this meeting.  The Chair told Cllrs that we could agree the proposed policy and procedures document  and set up the sub committee or failing this we could hold special meeting of the council to discuss policies and procedures of the full council  as due to the full agendas at council meeting there was not time to fully discuss these documents.

  The Chair went through the document item by item with Cllrs.

Cllrs were happy with reason for  the sub committee and it's purpose.  Cllrs Lewis suggested a quorum of three. The  Chair having a casting vote should it be needed, Clerk is unable to vote.

There were no comments  from the Cllrs on the frequency of meetings, or the powers of the committee.

Cllrs were asked if they were prepared to form a committee on this, and which Cllrs wanted to go on the Committee.
Cllr Lewis suggested waiting until Welsh Audit Office had completed Audit and the Council had had the results.  
The Chair pointed out that we will have get started ready for accounts and budget later in the year.  The Chair also pointed out that the Council do not have to wait for the Welsh Audit Office report to proceade.
Asked whether the members of the Committee can be changed through out the year, the  Chair replied that yes it can.   Cllr Hunt confirmed that he thought a Committee would be good.
Four Cllrs agreed to be on the committee .the decision to form the committee and accept the policy and procedures proposed with the addition of Cllr Lewis suggestion was agreed  

Cllr L Mcphee

Cllr J Beninion 

Cllr P Hunt

Cllr D Jenkins

The decision to form the committee and accept the policy and procedures proposed with the addition of Cllr Lewis suggestion was agreed  
	

	6
	Playground Area

 Cllr Hunt had sent an email but there were no comments.

This  was referred to the next meeting.


	

	7
	Grass let of Recreation Field
A tender had been received .  It was suggested that this be referred to next meeting , after the closing date for tenders had been reached. 


	 

	
	
	

	8
	Correspondence

Wales and VE Day -  8 May

Council will find out what Rhayader is doing for this event . This will then be brought back to the Council for their meeting for discussion.
Brecknock and Radnor Sports Partnership

Funding for has been asked for.  This item has been deferred until April .

Consultation Document – Changes to Planning and related application fees.

Supplementary Planning Guidance Pulic Consultation
Cllr Lewis expressed an interest in this  item..  Cllr Lewis was informed she would have  to contact them directly.

Rights of Way – Mr and Mrs Prichard

An email was received from Mr and Mrs Pitchard which the Clerk referred to Cllr Lowde.  Cllr Lowde replied to Mr and Mrs Pitchard.  The Chair also replied to them referring them to Cllr Lowde 


	 

	11
	Revenue Grant

The Chair informed Cllrs of the need to form a Policy and criteria for this item.

Chair said that this information was sent out to all Cllrs for comments but no response was received back with any suggestions .

Chair read out the document sent to all Cllrs.

 It was suggested that this be referred to the next meeting. Cllrs should read and input their suggestions. 


	

	12
	Community Walk

Clerk said that the Council would have to pay for signs before they would be delivered.  Cllrs had previously  stated they would not for  purchase goods upfront, Cllrs therefore needed to decide  whether they wished to change their minds  from previous decision.  All Cllrs agreed to to pay this  purchase upfront for this one item.    
At this point Mr Mason left the meeting (member of the public) The Clerk asked about cheques for the hall.  Mr Mason requested they be passed onto Cllr Lewis as she is part of the Hall Committee.  

                                                                                                                                                               
	

	13
	Hall  Committee Report,
This item was not discussed has Cllr Lowde was absent from this meeting

 
	

	14
	County Councillors Report 
There was no report has Councillor David Evans was absent from the meeting.


	

	15.
	Finance Matters  

There were  no comments from the  Cllrs on the  Recon Sheet. 

Invoices from the Hall for Rent and the Clerks invoices were passed around for approval by the Cllrs.  Cllrs approved the Hall rent and the Clerks

Invoices


	 

	16
	A.O.B.
Access for meeting       All covered.
St Harmon Speed Gun – Cllrs were told that the Police had requested that the Council purchase a speed gun to monitor speeding in the community.  
Cllrs were asked if they wished to purchase a speed gun.  After a discussion  Cllr Hunt asked if it was worth purchasing a Gun at £120 to gain nothing.
It was suggested that the Council ask Powys County Council about speed bumps and how much would this cost the Council. This was discussed but found there could be problems with this from the community.
It was agreed not to purchase a speed gun, and maybe conduct a survey or have a public meeting concerning speeding problems through the villages .  This was referred to the next meeting  for further discussion.
Statement from Cllr Lewis re minutes of the 19 Decenber 2019
The Chair said he did not agree with the statement read out by Cllr Lewis concerning his aggression towards her when asking her to remove a confidential document  form her ipad.

The Chair said  that he had already made two previous request  to cllr Lewis to remove confidential material from her I pad  without success, he therefore felt a firmer approach was needed, he did not consider himself to have been  aggressive. 
Meeting with Welsh Audit Office 
The Chair and Clerk attended a meeting with the Welsh Audit Office  on 11 December 2019.  The Chair went through the points raised at that meeting.
Storage of Council Files
The WAO  office had said that Community Council files should be kept in a lockable cupboard in a central place.  The Hall was suggested and it was suggested that the Council speak to the Hall Committee concerning this.  Cllrs Lewis asked what sort of size would be needed to accommodate these files.  Possibilities were discussed concerning space needed and access.
Unlawful exclusion of the Public
The W.A.O.  suggested that the council had acted unlawfully in excluding the public on a number of occasions, the chair did not agree with this statement and said he would cross reference with the minutes and Standing Orders to check that the times the pubic were removed was in keeping with standing orders.
Emails
Emails should be saved in original format and not Word document.  Archiving Emails is made difficult due to fact there is only 100mb of storage.  If you go over this you stop receiving e-mails unless the Council  pay for extra  storage space.
Budget
The budget will be going on the Website within  the next week, also Governance Statement when this returned from the WAO.
The Annual return and the Governance Statement will have to come back to the Council for Cllrs approval when the WAO have finished with them.
The Clerk is to fill in the Annual return at all times not the Internal Auditor.
All queries from the Website issues have been amended and updated.

It was confirmed that all confidential information held by Cllrs should be removed and returned to the Council unless they have good reason to retain this information.
In the absence of a clerk/responsible financial officer Cllrs can take minutes (unpaid) but no financial decisions can be made without a a Financial Officer.
Temporary Clerk
Chair had asked Irena to step in on a temporary basis, waiting to hear from her.  A poster was passed around for approval by Cllrs.
Marteg Messenger
Cllr Hunt said that this costs £      .  Perhaps Hall could be approached as they have a copier with Council supplying paper and ink for this purpose. And running it off ourselves.  The Hall Committee will be contacted.
The Welsh Audit Office had mentioned things that had not been in the minutes which should

have been.  The first responsibility for this is the Clerk, the second responsibility is the Chair. And the third is the full council meeting  ware Cllrs get to approve the minutes and should make sure that they are a true and correct statement of the meeting that took place.


	Cllr Hunt said it was not worth

 

	17
	Public Question Time 
Mr Kitchen wished the outgoing Clerk well for the future.

Mr Kitchen went on to ask whether the meetings would go back now to 7.p.m.  The Chair advice the public that after the last winter meeting in February at 6.p.m., time would return to 7.p.m.

The Chair put forward an invoice for the purchase of St Harmon Christmas tree.  This was discussed and Cllrs agreed to pay for tree out of precept account.

 
	 

	18
	Information from members
  Cllr Lewis advice the Council of pot holes that need to be filled in the road.  It was agreed to let County Councillor  David Evans know of this.

A motion was put forward to remove the public in order for confidential minutes to be discussed. 


	


Meeting Closed at 9.10pm.

