                St Harmon Community Council

                                E-mail: the.clerk@stharmoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk
                   MINUTES FOR MEETING held on 22 JUNE 2020

                            Meeting Commenced @ 7.00pm (zoom)

Attendance
          These are draft minutes and therefore not a true record until approved.
      Cllr  D Jenkins (Chair)                        Cllr J Bennion (Vice Chair) (by phone)
         Cllr P Hunt                                          Cllr S Lewis

         Cllr D Lowde                                      Cllr S Jenkins
         Jane Johnston (internal Auditor)
Cllr D Evans (County Councillor)
1. Apologies

      2     Declaration of Interests
      3      Internal Report
Jane had produced her report which had been sent to councillors before the meeting.

Councillors thanked Jane for her very detailed report. Jane took councillors through the report and pointed out some of the things which needed to be looked at.  Some of the standard documents had not been updated and placed on the website.  The Chair explained that the council had only taken over the web site in August last year and even though a lot of work had been done, there was still work to do on the  site.

Jane said that because the council has not got a Clerk we would be getting a qualified audit anyway. 

Jane suggested the council should have four signatures for signing cheques has only two could cause problems as one of them is the Chair.

      4
 Annual Return
The Chair took the councillors through the Annual Return questions helped with the  
 advise of  the Internal Auditor.
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Cllr Lowde brought up two incidents that he thought may prove we have not complied with the financial regulations.

Firstly, a private cheque written out by Cllr Hunt for work done on a field fence. Cllr 
Lowde told the meeting this was because there was not enough funds in the 
account.

The Chair told Cllr Lowde that he knew this was not the correct reason and   

 explained to the meeting again why this had happened.

The Bank (HSBC)  had frozen the councils accounts (for security reasons was their 
explanation) and the funds could not be accessed. Therefore Cllr Hunt wrote a 
cheque to the people concerned as they were in need of the money.  Cllr Hunt was 
reimbursed as soon as the accounts were freed. (The council received £250 
Compensation from the bank for this incident).

Cllr Lowde also brought up the over payment of the printing to the Clerk during 
February and March 2019 which was picked up during an inspection of the 
accounts. The Clerk had been brought a printer by the council at this time.  This 
money was repaid back to the council from money  owed to the Clerk.

Jane asked about the Bryn-Tilli fund.  The Chair explained that the council had for 
some time had a easy going allocation of this fund, but after a complaint last year, a 
procedure was put into place for the allocation of  funding, which was then 
followed on a rerun.  
Jane suggested a letter should be put in with the return.
The annual return and internal auditors report were approved.  
Meeting ended at 8.10.p.m.  
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