






Auditor General for Wales’ Audit Certificate and report 
I report in respect of my audit of the accounts under section 13 of the Act, whether any matters that come to my 
attention give cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met. My audit has 
been conducted in accordance with guidance issued by the Auditor General for Wales. 

I certify that I have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2019 of: 

St Harmon Community Council 

Auditor General’s report 

Audit opinion - Qualified 
I am required by law to satisfy myself that: 
• the council’s accounts are prepared in accordance with the Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014; 
• the accounts comply with all other statutory provisions applicable to the accounts; 
• proper practices have been observed in compiling the accounts; and 
• that the council has made proper arrangements for securing economy efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources. 

The Accounting Statement has not been prepared in accordance with the law and with proper practice. 

In my opinion, the Council does not have in place proper arrangements for securing economy efficiency and effectiveness in its 
use of resources.  

The Annual Governance Statement is inconsistent with the Council’s governance arrangements in place during 2018-19. 

 

Basis of qualification 
Accounting Statement 
The Accounting statement prepared by the Council does not fairly present the Council’s receipts and payments and its 
balances for the financial year. The Council did not maintain proper accounting records as required by the Accounts and Audit 
(Wales) Regulations 2014. Consequently, the Accounting Statement included in this Annual Return is materially mis-stated. 
The accounting statement should record: 

 2017-18 £ 2018-19 £ 

Statement of receipts and payments   

1. Balances brought forward 8,344 8,242 

2. Income from local taxation 6,400 9,995 

3. Total other receipts 4,811 6,455 

4. Staff costs 2,195 3,736 

5. Loan interest and capital repayments 0 0 

6. Total other payments 9,118 18,933 

7. Balance carried forward 8,242 2,023 

Statement of Balances   

8. Debtors 0 0 

9. Total cash and investments 8,242 2,023 

10. Creditors 0 0 

11. Balances carried forward 8,242 2,023 

12. Total fixed assets and long term assets 32,987 34,287 

 
Annual Governance Statement 
The Council has made positive assertions regarding its governance arrangements during 2018-29. In my opinion, the AGS 
does not fairly represent the Council’s governance arrangements in place during the year. Further details of the deficiencies in 
the Council’s governance arrangements are set out in my report in the public interest issued in October 2021.   
 
 
 



Other matters arising and recommendations 
Report in the public interest 
My report in the public interest can be accessed at 
https://audit.wales/sites/default/files/publications/st_harmon_community_council_public_interest_report_english.pdf  
 

 

 

 
 
Ann-Marie Harkin, Executive Director, Audit Wales 
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales 

Date: 26/09/22 

* Delete as appropriate. 

 

https://audit.wales/sites/default/files/publications/st_harmon_community_council_public_interest_report_english.pdf
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